
 

 

 
VAFCCA Vision Statements 

 

 The VAFCCA supports regulated childcare across the state. 

 The mission of the VAFCCA is the promotion of professional development of Family Child Care Providers 
in the areas of child care training and early childhood education. 

 The VAFCCA supports the NAFCCA’s public policy of advocacy on issues of public policy that impacts 
children and families at the national level. 

 The VAFCCA works as a unified voice for family child care providers and advocates with other 
organizations on key issues. 

 Quality childcare sets the foundation younger children need for best early educational growth and 
development. 

2015 Items of Support and Concern 
 

 As a whole, Child Care Issues in Virginia have not been addressed in 25 years. In 1989, there was a study 
done known as the JLARC Study and a recommendation at that time was to license anyone caring for 1 
unrelated child on a regular basis for payment. 

 In 2014 alone, there were 9 deaths in UNREGULATED CHILD CARE settings. Many of these, if not all, 
could have been prevented. 

 In various areas of the state, regulated providers are being asked to close due to Homeowner’s 
Associations. However, Family Child Care is RESIDENTIAL use of the property and can only take place in 
the provider’s residence. 

 Current law in Virginia undermines child safety. By not requiring a license until 6 children are in the home, 
it’s an open door for anyone to operate a child care business.  Parents work. It’s tough to juggle work and 
family. They can’t monitor child care providers by stopping in during the day to oversee that practices are 
appropriate and the number of children isn’t exceeding a state limit.  

 Family Child Care is not only needed as a safe child care option. In some cases it is the ONLY option, due 
to the hours of care the parent needs or the individual needs of the family/child. We need to take action and 
support it as a safe option for parents and support the providers who operate within the laws 
 

We Urge Legislatures to Pass Legislation on These Issues 
 

 Lowering the threshold from 5 which it is currently. We are 1 of 8 states that allows unregulated childcare. 

 Penalties for those circumventing the law. 

 Support for the licensed and regulated providers to remain in operation. This includes addressing the Homeowner’s 
Associations through legislation or a task force/work group effort. 

 Fingerprint Background Checks to ensure there is a national database. At this time our background checks are only 
state wide. We need these to ensure who is caring for our children but would also like to see fee assistance for the 
Fingerprint Background Checks from CCDBG Funds. 
 

Other Concerns 
 

We recommend having a work group/task force to address and look at other Regulated Family Child Care Issues. 
This includes some localities having issues with zoning ordinances, which are outdated and don’t support licensed 
family child care to take place. This also includes Homeowner’s Associations closing Regulated Family Child Care 
Providers down and not allowing them to operate in the communities.  Both of these have been an increased 
barrier and problem since a new implementation of a zoning process for licensed family child care providers that 
took place in 2012. We support all efforts to address the threshold, unregulated care problem in the state. And we 
support creating fewer barriers for the regulated providers to operate for the children and families across the state 
who reply on the safe child care option. 

 

 


